
Eight Plays in Authoritative Modern
Translations: A Comprehensive Guide to the
Classics
When it comes to studying or enjoying the great plays of the past, having
access to accurate and engaging translations is essential. This guide will
introduce you to eight classic plays that have been translated into modern
English by renowned scholars and playwrights. These translations aim to
preserve the original intent of the playwrights while making the plays
accessible to contemporary audiences.

1. Hamlet by William Shakespeare
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Hamlet is perhaps Shakespeare's most famous and enduring tragedy. The
play follows the titular character, a young prince who is haunted by the
ghost of his murdered father. Hamlet's quest for revenge and his struggle
with madness have captivated audiences for centuries.

This authoritative modern translation by Stephen Greenblatt is widely
acclaimed for its clarity and faithfulness to the original text. Greenblatt's
translation preserves Shakespeare's language and imagery while making it
accessible to modern readers.

Read the full translation of Hamlet by Stephen Greenblatt

2. Antigone by Sophocles



Antigone, a young princess, defies the king's orders to bury her brother.

Antigone is a powerful Greek tragedy that explores the conflict between
personal conscience and state authority. The play tells the story of
Antigone, a young princess who defies the orders of her uncle, King Creon,
to bury her brother.
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This modern translation by Robert Fagles is praised for its vivid language
and its ability to capture the emotional intensity of the original text. Fagles'
translation makes Antigone accessible to contemporary audiences while
preserving the beauty and power of Sophocles' writing.

Read the full translation of Antigone by Robert Fagles

3. The Bacchae by Euripides

The Bacchae is a haunting and enigmatic tragedy by Euripides that
explores the destructive power of religious fanaticism. The play tells the
story of Dionysus, the god of wine, who returns to his homeland of Thebes
to avenge the death of his mother.
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This modern translation by Anne Carson is widely considered to be a
masterpiece of translation. Carson's poetic language and evocative
imagery bring the Bacchae to life for contemporary readers, capturing the
play's raw emotions and its timeless themes.

Read the full translation of The Bacchae by Anne Carson

4. The Seagull by Anton Chekhov

Nina, the young actress, struggles with the challenges and disappointments of a life
in the theater.

The Seagull is a poignant and darkly comic play by Anton Chekhov that
explores the themes of love, loss, and the artistic life. The play follows the
lives of a group of actors and artists who gather at a country estate for the
summer.
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This modern translation by Richard Nelson is praised for its natural
dialogue and its ability to capture the nuances of Chekhov's characters.
Nelson's translation makes The Seagull relevant to contemporary
audiences while honoring the playwright's original intent.

Read the full translation of The Seagull by Richard Nelson

5. Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett

Waiting for Godot is a absurdist masterpiece by Samuel Beckett that
explores the themes of existence, meaninglessness, and the human
condition. The play follows two tramps, Vladimir and Estragon, who wait
endlessly for a mysterious figure named Godot.

This modern translation by Michael Robinson is highly regarded for its
clarity and its ability to capture the play's unique language and rhythm.
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Robinson's translation makes Waiting for Godot accessible to
contemporary audiences while preserving the playwright's original vision.

Read the full translation of Waiting for Godot by Michael Robinson

6. The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Abigail Williams, a young girl, uses accusations of witchcraft to settle old scores.

The Crucible is a powerful historical drama by Arthur Miller that explores
the themes of mass hysteria, fear, and the dangers of unchecked power.
The play is set in the Puritan town of Salem, Massachusetts, during the
infamous witch trials of 1692.
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This modern translation by Robert Brustein is praised for its accuracy and
its ability to capture the play's
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