
Exploring the Innovative Teaching Methods of
Top 10 Finalists for the Global Teacher Prize
In the realm of education, the Global Teacher Prize stands as the pinnacle
of recognition for exceptional educators worldwide. This prestigious award
celebrates teachers who are transforming lives and inspiring students
through innovative and impactful teaching methods. Among the esteemed
finalists of the 2023 edition are ten remarkable individuals whose
pedagogical approaches are reshaping the educational landscape. In this
article, we delve into the inspiring teaching methods employed by these top
10 finalists, exploring their strategies for fostering student engagement,
critical thinking, and a lifelong love of learning.

1. Andria Zafirakou (United Kingdom)

Alt Attribute: Andria Zafirakou, a passionate advocate for inclusive
education, engages students through tailored approaches and technology
integration.
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Teaching Method: Andria Zafirakou's transformative teaching philosophy
revolves around creating an inclusive learning environment where every
student feels valued and supported. She employs differentiated instruction,
catering to the diverse needs of her students by providing personalized
learning plans that accommodate their strengths and learning styles.
Technology plays a pivotal role in her teaching, with Zafirakou incorporating
interactive learning platforms, online resources, and assistive technology to
enhance student engagement and accessibility.

2. Dorcas Makgato-Malesu (South Africa)

Alt Attribute: Dorcas Makgato-Malesu, a pioneering science teacher,
ignites student curiosity through hands-on experiments and community
collaborations.

Teaching Method: Dorcas Makgato-Malesu's passion for science
translates into innovative teaching strategies that spark student curiosity
and foster critical thinking. She conducts hands-on experiments, engaging
students in real-world scientific inquiry. Makgato-Malesu also collaborates
with local scientists and organizations to provide her students with
immersive learning experiences, such as field trips to research institutions
and guest lectures from experts.

3. Elizabeth Heiligenthal (Brazil)

Alt Attribute: Elizabeth Heiligenthal, an advocate for student agency and
self-directed learning, empowers students through choice-based learning.

Teaching Method: Elizabeth Heiligenthal believes in nurturing student
agency and fostering a self-directed learning environment. She empowers
her students by providing them with choices in their learning journey,



allowing them to select projects, set goals, and reflect on their progress.
Heiligenthal incorporates project-based learning and inquiry-based
approaches, encouraging students to take ownership of their learning and
become active participants in the educational process.

4. Festus Okun (Nigeria)

Alt Attribute: Festus Okun, a rural education trailblazer, transforms
teaching through technology integration and community partnerships.

Teaching Method: Festus Okun's dedication to rural education has led him
to develop innovative teaching methods that overcome resource
constraints and enhance student learning. He integrates technology into his
lessons, utilizing mobile devices and low-cost computers to provide
students with access to educational resources and interactive learning
experiences. Okun also collaborates with community organizations to
provide students with practical skills and hands-on learning opportunities.

5. Jaime Casap (Spain)

Alt Attribute: Jaime Casap, a champion of emotional intelligence,
promotes student well-being and inclusive practices through mindfulness
and empathy.

Teaching Method: Jaime Casap's teaching approach emphasizes the
importance of emotional intelligence and inclusive practices. He
incorporates mindfulness techniques into his lessons, helping students
develop self-regulation skills and manage their emotions. Casap also
fosters empathy and understanding among his students, creating a positive
and supportive classroom environment where every student feels
respected and valued.



6. Kehkashan Basu (United Arab Emirates)

Alt Attribute: Kehkashan Basu, an environmental activist and educator,
inspires students to embrace sustainability through inquiry-based learning
and community projects.

Teaching Method: Kehkashan Basu's passion for environmentalism has
shaped her teaching methodology. She utilizes inquiry-based learning
approaches that empower students to investigate environmental issues and
develop critical thinking skills. Basu also engages students in community
projects, such as beach cleanups and conservation efforts, fostering a
sense of responsibility and environmental stewardship.

7. Maggie MacDonnell (Canada)

Alt Attribute: Maggie MacDonnell, an advocate for indigenous education,
preserves cultural identity and empowers students through storytelling and
land-based learning.

Teaching Method: Maggie MacDonnell's teaching is deeply rooted in
indigenous knowledge and culture. She incorporates storytelling, art, and
land-based learning to connect students with their cultural heritage and
foster a sense of place. MacDonnell's approach empowers students to
understand the perspectives and experiences of indigenous peoples,
promoting reconciliation and cultural understanding.

8. Nandini Chatterjee Singh (India)

Alt Attribute: Nandini Chatterjee Singh, a visionary educator, transforms
rural education through student-centered learning and community
engagement.



Teaching Method: Nandini Chatterjee Singh believes in the power of
student-centered learning to engage students and empower them to
become lifelong learners. She creates a positive and supportive learning
environment where students feel safe to take risks and explore their
interests. Singh also engages the local community in her teaching, inviting
parents and community members to share their knowledge and skills with
her students.

9. Olwethu Leshabane (South Africa)

Alt Attribute: Olwethu Leshabane, a dedicated STEM educator, sparks
innovation and problem-solving through hands-on activities and real-world
challenges.

Teaching Method: Olwethu Leshabane brings a dynamic and engaging
approach to STEM education. He incorporates hands-on activities,
experiments, and real-world problem-solving challenges into his lessons,
fostering curiosity and critical thinking. Leshabane also encourages
students to participate in STEM competitions and extracurricular clubs,
providing them with opportunities to apply their knowledge and develop
their skills.

10. Ranjitsinh Disale (India)

Alt Attribute: Ranjitsinh Disale, an innovator in rural education, transforms
lives through low-cost teaching aids and community collaborations.

Teaching Method: Ranjitsinh Disale's teaching journey is a testament to
his dedication to providing quality education in rural areas. He has
developed innovative low-cost teaching aids using everyday materials,
making complex concepts accessible to his students. Disale also



collaborates with the local community, involving parents and community
members in his teaching initiatives, creating a supportive learning
environment for all.

The teaching methods employed by the top 10 finalists of the Global
Teacher Prize exemplify the transformative power of innovative and
engaging educational practices. These educators go beyond traditional
teaching methodologies, embracing approaches that cater to the diverse
needs of their students, foster critical thinking, and ignite a passion for
learning. By exploring the teaching methods of these outstanding
educators, we can gain valuable insights into the future of education and
inspire ourselves to become more effective and impactful teachers. As we
continue to celebrate and recognize exceptional educators, we also invest
in the future of education and empower the next generation of learners to
thrive in an ever-changing world.
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The Complete Beagle Dog Beginners Guide:
Beagle Facts, Caring, Health, and Exercises
Beagles are a popular breed of dog known for their friendly and
affectionate personalities. They are also known for their distinctive
baying...

The Origins and Evolution of No Child Left
Behind: American Institutions and Education
Reform
The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) was a major piece of legislation
enacted in 2002 that has had a significant impact on American education.
The law was...
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