
How We Got to Now: Six Innovations That
Made the Modern World

The modern world is a marvel of human ingenuity. We have harnessed the
power of nature to create machines that make our lives easier, faster, and
more interconnected. But how did we get to this point? What were the key
innovations that made the modern world possible?
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In his book "How We Got to Now," Steven Johnson argues that there were
six key innovations that fundamentally changed the way we live:

1. The steam engine 2. Electricity 3. The internal combustion engine 4. The
assembly line 5. The computer 6. The internet

In this article, we will explore each of these innovations in detail and
discuss how they have shaped the modern world.

The Steam Engine

The steam engine was invented in the 18th century by Thomas Savery. It
was the first practical device for converting heat into mechanical energy.
This made it possible to power factories and machines, which in turn led to
the Industrial Revolution.

The steam engine had a profound impact on the way we live. It made it
possible to mass-produce goods, which made them more affordable for
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everyone. It also made it possible to build railroads and steamships, which
made it possible to travel and transport goods more quickly and efficiently.

Electricity

Electricity is a form of energy that is used to power devices and machines.
It was first discovered in the 18th century by Benjamin Franklin. However, it
was not until the 19th century that scientists and inventors developed
practical ways to generate and use electricity.

Electricity has had a transformative impact on the modern world. It has
made it possible to light our homes, power our factories, and communicate
with each other over long distances. It has also made it possible to develop
new technologies, such as the computer and the internet.

The Internal Combustion Engine

The internal combustion engine was invented in the 19th century by
Étienne Lenoir. It is a type of engine that uses the combustion of fuel to
create power. This made it possible to develop cars, trucks, and other
vehicles that could be powered by gasoline or diesel fuel.

The internal combustion engine has had a profound impact on the modern
world. It has made it possible to travel more quickly and efficiently. It has
also made it possible to develop new industries, such as the automobile
industry and the oil industry.

The Assembly Line

The assembly line was invented in the 20th century by Henry Ford. It is a
system of manufacturing in which each worker performs a specific task in



the production process. This made it possible to mass-produce goods more
quickly and efficiently than ever before.

The assembly line has had a major impact on the modern world. It has
made it possible to produce goods more cheaply, which has made them
more affordable for everyone. It has also made it possible to develop new
products, such as the automobile and the airplane.

The Computer

The computer was invented in the 20th century by Charles Babbage. It is a
machine that can be programmed to perform a wide variety of tasks. This
has made it possible to automate tasks, solve complex problems, and
create new technologies.

The computer has had a profound impact on the modern world. It has
revolutionized the way we work, learn, and communicate. It has also made
it possible to develop new industries, such as the software industry and the
internet industry.

The Internet

The internet is a global network of computers that allows people to
communicate with each other and access information from all over the
world. It was invented in the 20th century by a team of scientists and
engineers at the University of California, Los Angeles.

The internet has had a transformative impact on
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Beagles are a popular breed of dog known for their friendly and
affectionate personalities. They are also known for their distinctive
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