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: The Enduring Appeal of Felix Mitterer's Masterpiece

In the annals of Austrian theater, Felix Mitterer's "Owiko: My Sentiments
Exactly" stands as a towering achievement, a poignant and thought-
provoking masterpiece that has resonated with audiences for decades.
First premiered in 1982, the play delves into the complex and often
bittersweet experience of immigration, exploring the themes of cultural
identity, family relationships, and the longing for home.

Through its rich cast of characters and evocative storytelling, "Owiko" offers
a deeply human exploration of the immigrant experience, capturing the
struggles, triumphs, and profound emotional journeys that accompany the
search for a new life in a foreign land.

The Characters: A Tapestry of Dreams and Longings

At the heart of "Owiko" lies a tapestry of unforgettable characters, each
carrying their own unique story and aspirations. The play's central
protagonist, Owiko, is a young Ugandan man who embarks on a journey to
Austria in search of a better life. Filled with dreams and a thirst for
adventure, Owiko soon encounters the harsh realities of life in a foreign
country.

Alongside Owiko, Mitterer introduces a cast of equally compelling
characters, including: Maria, the kind-hearted Austrian woman who offers
Owiko a helping hand; Peter, a young Austrian who befriends Owiko and
grapples with his own prejudices; and Franz, Owiko's stern uncle who
struggles to reconcile his traditional values with the changing world around
him.

Themes: A Symphony of Identity, Home, and Nostalgia



"Owiko: My Sentiments Exactly" is a multi-layered play that explores a
symphony of themes that resonate deeply with the human experience. The
play's central theme revolves around the search for cultural identity, as
Owiko and the other characters grapple with the challenges of forging a
new identity in a foreign land while holding onto their cultural roots.

Closely intertwined with the theme of identity is the theme of home and
nostalgia. Throughout the play, characters express their longing for the
familiar sights, sounds, and smells of their homeland. Mitterer skillfully
captures the bittersweet emotions of nostalgia, as characters reflect on
their past and yearn for a sense of belonging.

The Enduring Relevance: A Timeless Message of Acceptance and
Understanding

Over four decades after its premiere, "Owiko: My Sentiments Exactly"
remains a profoundly relevant play, speaking to the enduring challenges
and triumphs of the immigrant experience. In an era marked by
globalization and increased migration, the play's message of acceptance,
understanding, and empathy resonates with even greater urgency.

Through its deeply human characters and timeless themes, "Owiko"
encourages audiences to confront their own prejudices and biases,
fostering a greater understanding and compassion for those who come
from different backgrounds.

: A Poignant and Unforgettable Theatrical Experience

Felix Mitterer's "Owiko: My Sentiments Exactly" is a poignant and
unforgettable theatrical experience that transcends time and culture.
Through its deeply moving characters, evocative storytelling, and timeless



themes, the play offers a profound exploration of the human experience,
inviting audiences to reflect on their own identities, dreams, and the
enduring power of connection.

As the curtain falls on "Owiko," audiences are left with a lingering sense of
nostalgia, empathy, and a renewed appreciation for the complexities of the
human condition. Mitterer's masterpiece continues to touch hearts and
inspire minds, leaving an indelible mark on the landscape of contemporary
theater.
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