
Richard III and William Shakespeare: A Long-
Standing Relationship
The relationship between Richard III and William Shakespeare dates back
centuries. Shakespeare's play about the king, "Richard III," is one of his
most famous and enduring works, and it has had a significant impact on
how we view the historical figure. In this article, we will explore the
relationship between Richard III and William Shakespeare, and we will
discuss the ways in which Shakespeare's play has influenced our
understanding of the king.
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Historical Richard III

Richard III was born in 1452, the youngest son of Richard, Duke of York.
He was a member of the House of York, which was engaged in a long-
running civil war with the House of Lancaster for the English throne.
Richard was a skilled military commander, and he played a key role in the
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Yorkist victory at the Battle of Towton in 1461. After the battle, Richard was
made Duke of Gloucester by his brother, King Edward IV.

Richard became increasingly powerful during the reign of his brother. He
was appointed Lord Protector of England in 1483, after Edward IV's death.
Richard was suspected of murdering his nephews, Edward V and Richard,
Duke of York, in the Tower of London. He was crowned king in 1483, but
his reign was short-lived. He was defeated and killed at the Battle of
Bosworth Field in 1485 by Henry Tudor, who became Henry VII.

Shakespeare's Richard III

Shakespeare's play "Richard III" was written in 1592 or 1593. It is a
historical drama that tells the story of Richard's rise to power and his
eventual downfall. The play is based on the historical record, but
Shakespeare took many liberties with the facts. He portrayed Richard as a
villainous and deformed hunchback, and he emphasized his role in the
murder of his nephews.

Shakespeare's play has had a significant impact on how we view Richard
III. The play has been performed countless times over the centuries, and it
has been adapted into films and television shows. Richard III is now one of
the most famous and well-known kings in English history, and his
reputation is largely due to Shakespeare's play.

The Impact of Shakespeare's Play

Shakespeare's play has had a number of different impacts on how we view
Richard III. First, the play has helped to popularize the idea of Richard as a
villain. Shakespeare's portrayal of Richard as a deformed hunchback who



murders his nephews has become the dominant image of the king in
popular culture.

Second, the play has helped to shape our understanding of Richard's role
in English history. Shakespeare's play suggests that Richard was a key
figure in the Wars of the Roses, and it emphasizes his role in the murder of
his nephews. This portrayal of Richard has been influential in shaping our
understanding of the period.

Third, the play has helped to create a lasting image of Richard III in our
minds. Shakespeare's play is a powerful and moving work of art, and it has
left a lasting impression on audiences around the world. The play has
helped to shape our understanding of Richard III, and it will continue to do
so for centuries to come.

The relationship between Richard III and William Shakespeare is a long
and complex one. Shakespeare's play "Richard III" has had a significant
impact on how we view the historical figure, and it will continue to do so for
centuries to come. The play is a powerful and moving work of art, and it is a
testament to Shakespeare's genius as a playwright.
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