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An to Ocean Vuong and His Poetic Vision

Ocean Vuong is a Vietnamese-American poet, essayist, and novelist
whose work has garnered widespread critical acclaim. His debut poetry
collection, "Night Sky with Exit Wounds," won the Whiting Award and the
T.S. Eliot Prize. Vuong's work is deeply personal and often explores themes
of love, loss, trauma, and the Vietnamese-American experience.

"Said the Sea Was Folded": A Love Story in Fragments

"Said the Sea Was Folded" is Vuong's second poetry collection and
continues his exploration of love and loss. The collection is structured as a
series of fragmented love poems that together form a larger narrative of
longing, desire, and heartbreak. The poems are addressed to a lover, but
they also speak to the universal experiences of love, loss, and the search
for connection.
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The Language of Love and Loss

Vuong's poetry is known for its rich imagery and evocative language. He
uses vivid metaphors and similes to create a sensory experience for the
reader. In "Said the Sea Was Folded," Vuong explores the physical and
emotional aspects of love through images of the body, nature, and memory.

For example, in the poem "Someday I'll Love Ocean Vuong," the speaker
describes the act of making love as "a body folding into a body / like
origami, a map / in reverse." This image captures the physical intimacy of
the act, but it also suggests the emotional vulnerability and risk involved in
surrendering to love.

Vuong also uses the natural world to express the emotions of love and
loss. In the poem "On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous," the speaker
compares the pain of heartbreak to "a forest fire / burning down / everything
I've ever loved." This image conveys the overwhelming and destructive
nature of loss.

The Power of Memory and Trauma

Memory and trauma play a significant role in "Said the Sea Was Folded."
Many of the poems explore the ways in which past experiences shape our
present relationships. In the poem "Notebook Fragments," the speaker
reflects on a childhood memory of abuse and how it has impacted their
ability to love and be loved.

Vuong writes:

"I remember the way my father / held me down, his hands / like two anvils /
making my body / a sheet of metal, / the way he folded me / into a shape / I



would never know."

This passage reveals the lasting effects of trauma and the ways in which it
can shape our identity and our relationships.

Queer Love and the Search for Connection

"Said the Sea Was Folded" also explores the complexities of queer love
and the search for connection. Vuong writes about the challenges and joys
of loving someone who is different from oneself. He also celebrates the
beauty and resilience of queer communities.

In the poem "Someday I'll Love Ocean Vuong," the speaker addresses their
lover, who is also a man:

"Someday I'll love you / the way a boy loves his father / the way a man
loves his country / the way a woman loves her body."

This passage celebrates the diversity of love and the ways in which it can
transcend traditional boundaries.

Nature Imagery and the Search for Meaning

Nature imagery plays a central role in "Said the Sea Was Folded." Vuong
uses images of the natural world to explore the human condition and our
search for meaning. In the poem "Ode to Lithium," the speaker describes
the ocean as a source of both beauty and pain:

"The ocean is a mirror / that shows me / my own reflection / and the faces /
of all those who have drowned."



This passage suggests that the ocean can be both a source of inspiration
and a reminder of our own mortality.

"Said the Sea Was Folded" is a powerful and moving collection of love
poems that explores the complexities of love, loss, identity, and the search
for connection. Ocean Vuong's rich imagery, evocative language, and
deeply personal narratives make this collection a resonant and
unforgettable work of art.

Whether you are a seasoned poetry reader or new to the genre, "Said the
Sea Was Folded" is a must-read. It is a book that will stay with you long
after you finish reading it.

Additional Resources

* [Ocean Vuong's website](https://oceanvuong.com/) * [The Whiting
Foundation](https://www.whiting.org/) * [The T.S. Eliot Prize]
(https://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/prizes/the-t-s-eliot-prize/)

I said the sea was folded: love poems by Erik Jensen
4 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 2948 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 83 pages

FREE

https://thriller.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjBYdFBNYjRTUDhTMlc2NVBmdllOTU9KaDJZY0pvWlIrMCs3VXQyNmlTT3I1NWhXVGtUMGVVMDRDMUVwUFwvc3FkZlc5d1lNQk1teUNcL3BPR2V5TjdUczJWd2Y5M0k0N3k5VnV0T3JkZ3ZCNjVZcEVubnVnK3gyTEZVKzNZMWdaeFFnWjJxOVFqVjlMdmhraU9oV3MwUDRqYmxVWHY2cXliYUJ3ajF6dTB1cnJ4d3lVeHQ1a3gzdEFRUUpDdmJzUEhZIiwiaXYiOiI3ODk5MWZmZmUwYTkwODY4Njk1MzY4NTI5NzFjZmVjYSIsInMiOiIyMmE5Y2RkZWY3Y2JmNzk4In0%3D
https://thriller.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjhMRENETDgxclVsR1NGTHB3c1FxR1ZZNEZJRnhRdVJtVVFBNjkxMURpSHhGOHBLSjVPTnJZS0dZd2QyRStPeXhyRFJQN2l4dXdZS2JNcjI2eFlkaitXQVNmMGNQaFZRZXl0aXVuaVlaaFZ0MmRYaFwvck4xeVRVenVRM0l0blVrcXdRdUs0MXlVWHQ4R2pFZGs2NlpRcDB1RU1iZUdBbEh6Vm1jWXpDdW5iWFJUR3ZmOEd3QXQ1MTRlUEJTU1M1UDQiLCJpdiI6ImM5MWIyYTJiNWQ2NGFmNmMwNmE0ZGMwZWU1NTFlMGVhIiwicyI6ImJkM2U0ZDAyMmYzMmIwNTIifQ%3D%3D
https://thriller.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ijd5WVZ6NmtwNFE4RjFiczh4WWRFXC9CbkJLSWZKUWFXK2hXb01UUHJMZHhMXC90UEt3RVh5RHA3ZXl0WmhRYkFTQ3JPaVRlTm43dzA0NTN2ekFlV08zM1kyTnJSQnVUejBSelFKXC9tR21LRnhlaENhYWd3NkQ2Q1R0UERCT3JXWnA4bEMwUjhhMVNZME9DMVJPdFVxdVpoYXY5YVg0ZjRtbGkwaFRjNzF5RU5KakhFQlRPSmozNW5mbWx5bFwvVUp0d04iLCJpdiI6IjdkNWM5NjI1NjFiZmQ2NTFmM2Y1YmU4YjFlNzJhMDhhIiwicyI6IjE2YTZhOGVlZmIwY2I3YWMifQ%3D%3D


The Complete Beagle Dog Beginners Guide:
Beagle Facts, Caring, Health, and Exercises
Beagles are a popular breed of dog known for their friendly and
affectionate personalities. They are also known for their distinctive
baying...

The Origins and Evolution of No Child Left
Behind: American Institutions and Education
Reform
The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) was a major piece of legislation
enacted in 2002 that has had a significant impact on American education.
The law was...

https://thriller.mamanbook.com/book/The%20Complete%20Beagle%20Dog%20Beginners%20Guide%20Beagle%20Facts%20Caring%20Health%20and%20Exercises.pdf
https://thriller.mamanbook.com/book/The%20Complete%20Beagle%20Dog%20Beginners%20Guide%20Beagle%20Facts%20Caring%20Health%20and%20Exercises.pdf
https://thriller.mamanbook.com/book/The%20Origins%20and%20Evolution%20of%20No%20Child%20Left%20Behind%20American%20Institutions%20and%20Education%20Reform.pdf
https://thriller.mamanbook.com/book/The%20Origins%20and%20Evolution%20of%20No%20Child%20Left%20Behind%20American%20Institutions%20and%20Education%20Reform.pdf

