
Stirling Castle Monarchs and Makars in Tale
and Verse
Stirling Castle, perched majestically atop a volcanic crag in central
Scotland, has borne witness to centuries of Scottish history. Its strategic
location has made it a coveted stronghold throughout the ages, and it has
served as a royal residence for generations of Scottish monarchs. The
castle has also been a source of inspiration for poets and writers, who have
immortalized its grandeur and the events that have unfolded within its
walls.
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In this article, we will explore the intertwined stories of Stirling Castle, its
royal occupants, and the makars (poets) who have celebrated its
significance in verse. We will delve into historical tales and anecdotes,
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examining the role the castle has played in shaping Scottish history. We will
also explore the works of notable makars such as William Dunbar and John
Barbour, who have left a lasting literary legacy inspired by Stirling Castle.

Stirling Castle: A Royal Residence

Stirling Castle's origins date back to the 12th century, when it was a
stronghold of the Earls of Strathearn. In the 13th century, it came under the
control of the Scottish Crown, and it quickly became a favored royal
residence. William I (the Lion) was the first Scottish king to reside in Stirling
Castle, and he was followed by a succession of monarchs who made it
their principal seat.

The castle's strategic location on the Highland Boundary Fault made it a
vital defensive outpost. It played a key role in the Scottish Wars of
Independence, and it was besieged and captured multiple times by both
Scottish and English forces. Despite these conflicts, Stirling Castle
remained a symbol of Scottish sovereignty and a testament to the
resilience of the Scottish people.

As a royal residence, Stirling Castle was the scene of many important
events in Scottish history. It was here that Mary, Queen of Scots, was
crowned in 1543. In 1567, her son, James VI, was born in the castle.
James VI went on to become James I of England, uniting the crowns of
Scotland and England in the Union of the Crowns.

Stirling Castle continued to be a royal residence until the 18th century,
when it was gradually replaced by Edinburgh Castle as the preferred seat
of the Scottish monarchy. However, the castle remained a significant



symbol of Scottish history and culture, and it continues to attract visitors
from around the world.

The Makars of Stirling Castle

Stirling Castle has inspired many poets and writers over the centuries. Its
grandeur, its historical significance, and its association with Scottish royalty
have made it a muse for some of Scotland's most celebrated makars.

One of the earliest makars to write about Stirling Castle was John Barbour,
who composed The Bruce in the 14th century. Barbour's epic poem
recounts the life of Robert the Bruce, one of Scotland's greatest kings. The
poem includes a vivid description of Stirling Castle, which Barbour portrays
as a symbol of Scottish resistance to English rule.

In the 15th century, William Dunbar, one of Scotland's most famous poets,
wrote a number of poems about Stirling Castle. Dunbar's poem "The
Thistle and the Rose" was written to celebrate the marriage of James IV of
Scotland to Margaret Tudor of England. The poem describes Stirling Castle
as a "heavenly paradise" and a place of great joy and celebration.

Other makars who have written about Stirling Castle include Robert
Henryson, Gavin Douglas, and Alexander Montgomerie. These poets have
all praised the castle's beauty, its historical significance, and its role as a
symbol of Scottish identity.

Stirling Castle in Tale and Verse

The stories of Stirling Castle, its royal occupants, and the makars who have
celebrated it have been passed down through the centuries in both tale and



verse. These stories have helped to shape the castle's enduring legacy and
to ensure that it remains a source of inspiration for future generations.

In addition to the works of the makars, Stirling Castle has also been the
setting for many historical tales and anecdotes. One of the most famous
tales is the story of the "Douglas Larder." In the 14th century, Sir William
Douglas, known as the "Black Douglas," captured Sir Alexander Stirling,
the castellan of Stirling Castle. Douglas had Stirling hung from the castle
walls and his body was then cut into pieces and salted in a barrel, which
became known as the "Douglas Larder."

Another famous tale is the story of the "Stirling Heads." These are a series
of carved stone heads that adorn the facade of the Great Hall in Stirling
Castle. The heads are believed to represent some of the most important
figures in Scottish history, including kings, queens, and heroes.

The tales and verses about Stirling Castle offer a unique glimpse into the
castle's past and its enduring significance to the Scottish people. They
provide a rich tapestry of history, culture, and legend that continues to
captivate and inspire.

Stirling Castle is a place of great historical significance and cultural
heritage. It has been a royal residence, a military stronghold, and a source
of inspiration for poets and writers for centuries. The stories of Stirling
Castle, its royal occupants, and the makars who have celebrated it are an
integral part of Scottish history and culture. They offer a unique glimpse into
the past and continue to inspire and captivate people to this day.

Whether you are interested in history, architecture, literature, or simply the
beauty of Scotland, Stirling Castle is a must-see destination. Its majesty, its



grandeur, and its rich history will leave a lasting impression on you.
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